
Coming in September:  TODAY IN CIVIL LIBERTIES HISTORY 

 

TODAY IN CIVIL LIBERTIES HISTORY is a web site calendar with civil liberties events for each day.  

It is similar to “This Day in History” calendars you undoubtedly have seen by the Associated Press, the  

New York Times, the Library of Congress, and other organizations.  

 

But Today in Civil Liberties History is different. 

 

First, it is devoted exclusively to civil liberties. It has over 2,000 events, with an average of more than 

five events for each day.  

 

Second, unlike the other calendars, it offers learning resources for each event. They include: 

 ** A recommended book or report on the subject 

** A web site with more information, which might be original documents, a timeline, more  

 detailed information, or other information 

 ** A Youtube video (e.g., Senator Joe McCarthy in action; the first Gay Pride Marches; a 1913  

  suffragist parade, and more 

 ** Historic sites to visit (e.g., the Manzanar  Relocation Center, now a National Park Service  

  Historic Site; the Greensboro, NC, Woolworths, site of the famous February 1, 1960  

  sit-in, which is now a museum 

 ** Web sites of rights organizations: ACLU, Planned Parenthood, the Leadership  

  Conference on Civil Rights, and more. 

 

Third, events are cross-linked.  

 

Dalton Trumbo’s famous “Hollywood Ten” testimony before HUAC (which led to him being  

blacklisted), for example,  has a link to the night he won an Academy Award under the  

pseudonym  “Robert Rich.  The events of the Japanese-American evacuation and internment  

are cross-linked: FDR’s order, major the Supreme Court decisions, the 1988 Civil Liberties Act,  



and so on. 

 

Fourth, it is written in a style for the general audience, rather than scholars. It has a civil liberties point  

of view, and the words “historic,” “notorious,” “tragedy,” are used quite liberally. 

 

Today in Civil Liberties History will be officially launched on Constitution Day, September 17th  

(Wednesday).  

 

This will be preceded by a “soft launch” in mid to late-August, in which the site is up  

and available to those people I notify in advance. This includes you. The soft launch will provide an  

opportunity to work out any bugs that exist on the site and to correct any glaring errors before going  

officially public. 

 

Why Today in Civil Liberties History?  

 

It is designed to fill in a major gap regarding public education about the history of civil liberties. It is a  

one-stop resource where you can track down major events, people and places in the history of civil  

liberties; what happened on a particular day, including your birthday. The site is easily searchable by  

all of these categories (well, not your birthday). 

 

It is designed as a resource for anyone concerned about civil liberties, including teachers, journalists,  

civil liberties professionals, and others. 

 

About Today in Civil Liberties History 

It is the personal project of Sam Walker, retired Professor of Criminal Justice at the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha, the author of 14 books on civil liberties, police accountability, and crime policy. 

For any questions, you may contact him at samwalker@unomaha.edu. 

 

Today in Civil Liberties History originated out of a simple question: Where is the Civil Liberties History  
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Museum? Answer: There isn’t one. There are many museums devoted to the history of civil rights and 

 to women’s history. There is a GLBT history museum in San Francisco. But there is no museum that  

records and honors the full spectrum of civil liberties history. There should be one. This web site is  

one attempt to fill in that gap. 


